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About 
The Rail Forum Midlands was first formed in 1993 and remains a not-
for-profit trade association with over 220 members from across the 
UK. We take our name from where we are based:  The Midlands, 
the heart of the UK rail industry.  
 

We are proud to be different 
 

‘The RFM offer an invaluable collaborative networking environment to 
support the UK Rail industry and it’s suppliers’ 

Steve Beard, Semcon 
 
Representative 
We are Board-led, with a board structure comprising of 
representatives from organisations across the member body.  
Providing balance with equal representation from large, medium 
and small organisations, we also have key stakeholders providing 
real value add and ensuring our members interests are supported. 
 
Not for profit 
Focussed on deriving value for our members in everything we do, 
we manage our activity to ensure that it is to the benefit of our 
membership, without it being to the cost.  We chose to maintain a 
balanced fee structure that remains inclusive to all our members 
without undermining the quality of our support. 
 
Member focussed 
Our delivery team are knowledgeable, professional and responsive 
to your needs in an ever-changing industry landscape.  We provide 
a personal touch with regular contact, meetings at your premises 
and support to fit specific needs and membership aspirations.  
  
Membership 
Our membership year runs from May to April.  We provide a range 
of different membership options, allowing members the opportunity 
to enhance their membership and take advantage of wider 
benefits.   
 
These are: 

• Member 
• Silver 
• Gold 
• Patron (by invitation only) 

 
 

Our Patrons 
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Message from our Chairman, Paul Robinson 
Managing Director, Nottingham Trams Ltd 
 
The Rail Forum Midlands has a long history of supporting its members by 
both implicitly understanding the complexity of the industry and for truly 
knowing its members.  For us, this is the only way to support our members. 
 
Our approach is unique and very much welcomed by our members.  It is 
for this reason that our Board chose to back and deliver our strategic 
objectives. 
 
Our structure enables us to be flexible and responsive to our members’ 
needs.    Quick decision making, communication to members, rapid 
development of appropriate services to support our members in a 
changing environment have resulted in a forward thinking proactive and 
responsive association. 
 
Members choose to join us and support us for a range of strategic reasons 
and my advice is to talk to the team about what you want to get from your 
membership – they will listen and are there to help.  They will provide advice 
on membership, how it can work for you and what level may best suit your 
membership aspirations.   
 
Message from our CEO, Elaine Clark 
 
I joined the Rail Forum in 2016 and I am passionate about supporting our 
members and helping them to achieve their business objectives. The rail 
industry is large, complex and hugely political; it offers immense 
opportunities but can also be frustrating and part of our role is to help 
members navigate that landscape.  
 
We continue to represent our members at key industry groups and with 
key stakeholders. We raise issues that are important to members, quietly 
and effectively behind the scenes, with government and key clients.  We 
have strong engagement with Government across all the key relevant 
departments:  DfT, BEIS, DIT as well as with wider government when 
appropriate. These long-term relationships have proved immensely 
valuable in the Corona Virus outbreak.  Our members have escalated 
concerns with the team, aware that we are a respected community.  Our 
voice has been heard loud and clear and we continue to use our 
growing membership to leverage the ear of government.  
 
We actively encourage and support collaboration.  We know that RFM 
represents a community.  We know that members absolutely value the 
personal approach of the team, the level of tailored support available.  
Our expert team provides a unique and personal service to our members. 
 
Our focus isn’t only on business growth.  We recognise the challenges our 
sector faces and have particular initiatives to support the widening skills 
gap.    Partnership work with NSAR, Rail Supply Group and Rail Delivery 
Group continues, with midlands-based pilots in progress.  
 
We hope you find our membership levels of interest and match to what 
you are looking for.  Have a read and then do please get in touch with 
the team. 
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Benefits: Member 
 
Connecting 
• Networking opportunities at all our events included facilitated 

introductions 
• Free* attendance at our extensive programme of events (*excludes 

Christmas Dinner, Summer BBQ and Charity Golf day) including two 
places at our flagship events:  Annual Conference and 
Parliamentary Reception (bookings required at all our events). 

• Opportunity to speak; sponsor; and host on your premises at an 
event (*£) 

• Opportunity to join and benefit from our four Board-led Advisory 
Groups:  Events, Communications & Networking; Business Growth; 
People and Skills; and Political and Stakeholder. 

• Receive information on grants, funding, innovation and business 
support guidance including export 

• Facilitated introductions for collaborative working and business 
growth 

• Identification and dissemination of commercial opportunities to 
relevant members 

• Access Supply Chain support, for both buyers and suppliers including 
identifying suppliers, Meet the Buyer and project support (*£) 

• Access fee regular online legal drop in sessions with Geldards 
 

Representing 
• Benefit from our engagement on a local, regional, national and 

Government level 
• Participate in high profile roundtable discussions 
• Participate in VIP Delegation Tours (including factory /site visits) 
• Delivery of regional skills development activities to support Corporate 

Social Responsibility policies 
 

Promoting 
• Weekly email updates on news and events 
• Quarterly update on activity 
• Information and promotional support from our social media 

platforms 
• Website news pages with member Press Releases 
• Website Member Directory entry 
• Benefit from Affiliations and Strategic Partnerships  
• Joint participation and exhibition opportunities at national and 

regional events including our Military is Good for Rail event (*£) 
• International market access support 
• Free participation in our Rolling Stock Meet the Buyer hosted in RVE 

 
Direct support from the team 
• Personal approach with a dedicated account manager 
• Minimum of one on-site member meeting with your account 

manager 
• New Member business planning meeting  
• Value for money business support 

 
Discounts (see page 7) 
• Dinner at the Roundhouse (10% discount on table bookings) 
• Rail Business Daily (range of discounts on the portfolio of RBD’s media 

products) 
• RailNews subscription (10% discount) 
• RSN Exhibition Space  

 

Our Strategic Partners 
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Benefits: Silver Member 
 
Silver Members receive all of the Member benefits listed above as 
well as: 
 
Connecting 

• Benefit from an additional place at our flagship Annual 
Conference  
 

• Automatically credited as a Sponsor at our Annual Conference 
comprising exhibition space; corporate logo on all conference 
materials before, during and after the event; sponsor slide feature 
throughout presentations; and opportunity for issue of promotional 
item/literature 

 
Promoting 

• Feature opportunity within our quarterly update on activity, 
highlighting specific growth, contract success and/or 
achievements 
 

• Enhanced Website Member Directory entry, opportunity to 
update at any time 

 
 
Why Silver?   
Find out why members Ward Recycling, RPS and Hübner chose the 
Rail Forum and Silver membership 
 
We were already working with companies in the rail sector but were looking for a 
way to learn more about the rail industry and how we could better serve it.  We 
initially joined as basic members so that we could gauge the benefit to us. We 
quickly realised that the information and events were of such a high quality and 
totally invaluable for networking purposes so we upgraded to Silver so that we 
could get more involved.   
Ashley Oates, Head of Sustainability, Ward Recycling 
 
 
We joined as the Midlands Rail Forum is known across the industry for being able to 
influence rail policy decision makers and the wider industry at a high level. They use 
this influence to represent and protect the interest of the rail industry and businesses 
like ours.  It has actively supported our growth over these past years and we wanted 
to improve our links with the Forum and take advantage of the PR opportunities 
they provide. 
Joe Whalen, Managing Director, Railway Project Services (RPS) 
 
 
I was impressed by the open support structure and clear objectives set out by the 
Rail Forum Midlands.  This is coupled with excellent connections to all of our 
industry’s major stakeholders which results in informative and productive 
networking events and opportunities.  I chose Silver membership as a starter level 
entry to get the added benefits with the package in terms additional place at 
Annual Conference, credit as sponsors of the conference and enhanced profile 
on website.     
John Blackham, Managing Director, Hübner 
 
 

Our Silver Members 
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Benefits: Gold Member 
 
Gold Members receive all of the Member benefits listed for 
Member and Silver, as well as: 
 
Connecting 

• Benefit from two additional places at our flagship events:  Annual 
Conference and Parliamentary Reception 
 

• Automatically credited as a Sponsor at our Annual Conference 
comprising exhibition space; corporate logo on all conference 
materials before, during and after the event; sponsor slide feature 
throughout presentations; and opportunity for issue of promotional 
item/literature 

 
• Automatically credited as a Sponsor at our Parliamentary 

Reception comprising pop up banner space; corporate logo on 
all conference materials before, during and after the event; 
sponsor slides/video feature throughout the event; and 
opportunity for issue of promotional item/literature 

 
• Complimentary exhibition space* at our Military is Good for Rail 

event (*pre-registration is required) 
 

Promoting 
• Feature opportunity within our quarterly update on activity, 

highlighting specific growth, contract success and/or 
achievements 
 

• Enhanced Website Member Directory entry, opportunity to 
update at any time 

 
Why Gold?   
Find out why members TUV Rheinland and Garrandale chose the 
Rail Forum and Gold membership 
 
TÜV Rheinland joined the Rail Forum Midlands following a year of substantial 
investment and growth of our UK rail team, with the aim of continuing that success 
by increasing our awareness of activities and opportunities in the rail sector, our 
exposure to the wider rail supply chain and our involvement in the local rail 
community.  We chose gold level membership primarily to provide more support 
for the excellent work the forum does, such as facilitating events, providing a voice 
for members and sharing critical information from industry groups. 
Laura Cawdell, Business Development Manager, TUV Rheinland 
 
Garrandale joined the RFM several years ago, our primary goal was to network. 
Fast forward to 2020 and we realise that the Rail Forum Midlands is so much more 
than that. They provide invaluable, regular and comprehensive support & 
information regarding the Rail industry. Their resilience and passion has been 
highlighted further during these unprecedented times. RFM reacted immediately 
moving to regular video conferences and discussing key topics with industry 
specialists as part of our membership to name a few. Garrandale are proud to 
members.  We chose gold because gold membership makes good business 
sense. The general membership fees for RFM are very reasonable and excellent 
value, so it really was an easy decision for Garrandale to jump to gold considering 
the value of the additional marketing benefits verses the outlay. 
Sara Pierrepont, Head of Sales, Garrandale 
 

Our Gold Members 
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Benefits: Patron 
 
Patrons are appointed by invitation and with Board approval.  
Patrons receive all of the Member benefits listed for Member, Silver 
and Gold as well as: 
 
Connecting 

• Benefit from three additional places at our Annual Conference  
• Automatically credited as a Sponsor at our Annual Conference 

comprising exhibition space; corporate logo on all conference 
materials before, during and after the event; sponsor slide feature 
throughout presentations; and opportunity for issue of promotional 
item/literature 

• Benefit from three additional places at our Parliamentary 
Reception 

• Automatically credited as a Sponsor at our Parliamentary 
Reception comprising exhibition space; corporate logo on all 
conference materials before, during and after the event; sponsor 
slide feature throughout presentations; and opportunity for issue of 
promotional item/literature 

• A level of bespoke support as agreed on an individual patron by 
patron basis 

• Complimentary exhibition space* at our Military is Good for Rail 
event (*pre-registration is required) 

 
Representing 

• Support with writing ‘pitches’ for RFM organised Meet the Buyer 
events 
 

Promoting 
• Major corporate social responsibility opportunity demonstrating 

significant support to UK rail supply chain  
• Feature opportunity within our quarterly update on activity, 

highlighting specific growth, contract success and/or 
achievements 

• Enhanced Website Member Directory, opportunity to update at 
any time 

• Website Landing page promotion  
 
Why Patron?   
Find out why members Porterbrook chose the Rail Forum and to be 
a Patron 
 
Porterbrook are proud to be a Patron member of Rail Forum Midlands.  As a 
business we have been at the heart of Britain’s railway for over 25 years and have 
been members of the Rail Forum since it was formed.   Porterbrook is an active 
member of RFM; as well as supporting events, we use our extensive network of 
industry and political contacts to help Elaine and her team promote the Midlands 
rail cluster both at home and abroad.  Porterbrook believes that as an industry we 
are stronger when we work and collaborate together. 
Rupert Brenan-Brown, Director of Stakeholder Engagement, Porterbrook 

Our Patrons 
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Benefits: Discounts 
 
Dinner at the Roundhouse 
Now in its 10th year, Dinner at the Roundhouse is one of the rail industry’s best-
loved events. Bringing together over 550 of the most influential decision-makers 
responsible for running the UK rail industry, Dinner at the Roundhouse delivers fine 
dining, captivating entertainment and a commitment to supporting charity – with 
over £140,000 raised for both local and national causes. 
 
Since the beginning, we have worked hand in hand with RFM members to get 
the most out of the event. Working with individuals who might not otherwise have 
access to the event, through to offering companies 15% discount on delegate 
and sponsorship packages, we work hard to ensure that RFM members are 
ideally placed to make the most of their attendance. If we can help in any way, 
we would love to talk to you. 
Discounts available to other Mainspring events including:  UK Light Rail 
Conference and Global Light Rail Awards.  
 

 

RailNews 
 
Benefit from 10% discount on subscription. 
 
RAILNEWS is unique. Established in 1963 by British Railways and privatised in 1997, 
it is the industry’s only newspaper, with the tagline ‘today’s news for tomorrow’s 
railway’. Managing editor Sim Harris said: ‘We provide balanced, informed 
reports – genuine journalism. Reprinted press releases and “advertorials” – 
advertisements which are disguised as news stories – have no place in our 
pages.’ Because of its quality and comprehensive coverage of a fast-changing 
industry, Railnews is also popular with display and classified advertisers as well as 
its many thousands of readers, who impatiently await each new edition every 
month. 
 

 

Rail Business Daily 
Railbusinessdaily.com is the UK’s only rail industry business website that lets you 
decide what you want to publish and when. With 35,000 subscribers to our six-
day-a-week newsletter and three million website visitors each year. We also 
launched a brand-new Business Services division in January 2020. 
 
RFM Members will be given a range of discounts for RBD services, including: 
• One free news story every 12 months for RFM members 
• 50% reduction on advertising vacancies on our jobs board 
• 30% discount on websites 
• 30% discount on copywriting and graphic design 
• 20% reduction on normal rates for photography, animation and 

videography 
• 20% reduction on normal rates for media training and presentation skills 

 

 

RSN Exhibition Space 
RSN 2020 will be by far, the largest indoor show serving the UK Rail Passenger 
and Freight Rolling Stock, Depot Equipment, Ancillary Services and the Rail 
Supply Chain in 2020.  
 
Rail Forum Midlands have negotiated a member discount that saves £100 off 
the headline price shown on www.rsnevents.co.uk  
 
Only 3 stands remain for the 2020 event and bookings will soon open for the 
2021 event where the same discount will apply. 
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Benefits Summary Table 
 

 Benefits Member Silver Gold Patron 

C
onnecting 

Networking opportunities at all of our events including facilitated 
introductions on the day 

ü ü ü ü 

Free attendance at a range of our themed events  ü ü ü ü 
Opportunity to Speak, Sponsor and host an event ü ü ü ü 
Complimentary attendance at key industry events - - - ü 
Parliamentary Reception places 2 3 4 5 
Parliamentary Reception sponsorship  - - ü ü 
Annual Conference places 2 3 4 5 
Annual Conference sponsorship - ü ü ü 
Board Operational Delivery Group:  Events, Communications and 
Networking – join/benefit from 

ü ü ü ü 

Board Operational Delivery Group:  Business Growth – join/benefit 
from 

ü ü ü ü 

Cascade support information on grants, funding, innovation, 
guidance and support 

ü ü ü ü 

Facilitated introductions for collaborative working ü ü ü ü 
Supply Chain activity (for Buyers and Suppliers) including identifying 
suppliers, Meet the Buyer and project support*  

ü ü ü ü 

Access free online legal drop-in sessions with Geldard’s ü ü ü ü 
Identifying / sharing commercial opportunities to relevant members ü ü ü ü 

Representing  

Benefit from (our) engagement on a local, regional, national and 
Government level 

ü ü ü ü 

Participate in Roundtable discussions (by invitation) ü ü ü ü 
Participate in VIP Delegation tours (including factory/site visits) (by 
invitation) 

ü ü ü ü 

Board Operational Delivery Group: Political and Stakeholder – join / 
benefit from. 

ü ü ü ü 

Representative Board: across industry and company size ü ü ü ü 
Board Operational Delivery Group: People and Skills – join / benefit 
from. 

ü ü ü ü 

Delivery of regional skills development activities to support CSR  ü ü ü ü 

Prom
oting 

Weekly email updates on news and events ü ü ü ü 
Quarterly Update on activity ü ü ü ü 
Feature in Quarterly Update - ü ü ü 
Active social media platforms sharing your news ü ü ü ü 
Website news pages for member press release ü ü ü ü 
Website Directory Entry (see below) ü ü ü ü 
Benefit from Affiliations and Strategic Partnerships ü ü ü ü 
Joint exhibition opportunities at national and regional events (£) ü ü ü ü 
International market access support ü ü ü ü 
Free participation in our Meet the Buyer event (held at RVE) ü ü ü ü 
Exhibition space at our Military is Good for Rail annual event £ £ ü(free) ü(free) 

Your 
Team

 

Provides a personal approach with a dedicated Account Manager ü ü ü ü 
Minimum of 1 on-site member meeting with your Account Manager ü ü ü ü 
New member Business Planning Meeting (2 hours) by your Account 
Manager 

ü ü ü ü 

Value for Money business support ü ü ü ü 

W
ebsite  

Online Directory entry (words) 200  400  500  600  
Logo Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Images - 1 2 4 
Video Links - - Yes Yes 
Key contact (image / pen profile) - - Yes Yes 
Ticker Tape (front page promotion) - - - Yes 

 

Discounts 

Dinner at the Roundhouse ü ü ü ü 
RailNews Subscription Discounts ü ü ü ü 
Rail Business Daily discount ü ü ü ü 
RSN exhibition space ü ü ü ü 
Other Exhibitions ü ü ü ü 

 
* may include an administrative / sponsor / project fee 


