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Autumn 2019 Update 

Informing our rail community 

 

We are now well in-

to Autumn and I 

hope you had a 

good summer with 

the opportunity of a 

break from work. By 

the time you read 

this update, it will be 

less than a couple 

of weeks until our 

Annual Conference 

so this is probably 

your last chance to 

book your places, if 

you haven’t already done so. We expect a 

great line-up of speakers covering, as always, 

a range of topics that will be of interest to 

members. At this time of potential major 

change in the industry, it’s perhaps more im-

portant than ever for members to take ad-

vantage of the conference, to get up to 

speed with what’s happening and the priori-

ties that will set the tone for the future. 

 

We, at RFM have also seen some changes in 

recent weeks. Sophia has now started her ma-

ternity leave and we wish her all the very best 

as she prepares for the birth of her baby. We 

are delighted to welcome two new people to 

the team: Cat Appleby who will be focusing 

on membership and Nathalie Hollingworth, on 

communication and events. I’m sure you will 

join me in wishing them all the best in their new 

roles. 

 

 

Finally, I would like to welcome new members 

Customer Plus (as a silver member), CB Frost, 

Costain, Semcon, TRP Polymer Solutions and 

Westermo Data Communications - the team 

look forward to working with you. 

Rail Forum Midlands Team Welcomes 

Covering Sophia’s maternity leave, Cat and 

Nathalie join our team this Autumn and we 

feel confident that they will contribute fresh 

insights and new skills while keeping the forum 

running smoothly, over the next 12 months. 

 

Cat joins the forum after 15 months work as 

Customer Account Director of rolling stock rail 

services firm Yellow Rail - leading on sales and 

marketing activities.  A well-known figure in the 

industry, she has supported the Midlands rail 

sector for over a decade in a range of Gov-

ernment roles, focusing on business growth, 

inward investment and exports. In her role as 

Membership Manager, Cat intends to engage 

with our growing number of members to sup-

port their growth and ensure that the RFM ser-

vices continue to meet their needs. 
 

In addition to her  sentimental link to Derby 

railway, as a descendent of an 1839 wheel-

wright, Nathalie brings to Rail Forum Midlands 

her PR Executive skills and experience, in both 

trade and consumer sectors.  Locally, she pro-

moted metrology company LK Tool Company 

- now Nikon Metrology - for four years before 

moving to London to promote Beechams 

Group fast-moving consumer goods compa-

ny, Yardley Lentheric. From there, she was 

MESSAGE FROM CHAIR, PAUL ROBINSON: 

RFM News 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/customer-plus-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/cb-frost-rubber-plastics/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/costain-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/semcon-product-information-uk-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/trp-polymer-solutions-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/westermo-data-communications-ltd/


 

2  

head-hunted by a leading London PR consul-

tancy and brings extensive experience of 

working with both trade and consumer media 

to gain brand coverage, regionally and na-

tionally.  While single-parenting, she also main-

tained her promotional writing skills through 

voluntary and freelance work - writing articles 

for Derbyshire Today Magazine and the Derby 

Telegraph. She has helped a local branch of 

the Green Party gain media coverage which 

helped them win a seat.   

 

Highly-educated in environmental ethics, 

Nathalie’s beliefs are strongly congruent with 

the UK Government’s aims to make the rail-

way more sustainable, modern, consumer-

centred and diverse.  She looks forward to 

helping make Midlands rail outstanding.    

 

Reports from RFMs Delivery Groups 

 
Our Forum is run for, and by, our members. Our 

dedicated board directors meet with our staff, 

regularly at delivery groups meetings (DGs), to 

provide extra strategic and tactical support.  

Here is the latest from the four groups: 

 
Business Growth DG 

This group is shaping-up with a growing num-

ber of members joining including representa-

tives from the Department for International 

Trade and the Chamber of Commerce.  Our 

initial focus is on developing a workshop to dis-

cover what support businesses need to drive 

growth by learning from other successful com-

panies. We are also considering how we can 

support SMEs prepare for a digital future. 

 
Events, Communications and Networking DG 

The ECN group is currently tactically focused: it 

has created a schedule of RFM events for 2020 

and our board members have agreed to give 

hands-on support, on event days.  We are cur-

rently busy organising and promoting our pres-

tigious annual conference for 200 members.  

The rail minister has announced that he will be 

joining our impressive speaker line-up, which 

includes the CEO of Network Rail. Our popular 

Christmas event at Pride Park is also booking 

up and we have managed to squeeze-in a 

timely event about how intellectual property   

and trademarks will be affected by Brexit in an 

Intellectual Property and Innovation Workshop 

breakfast, at the University of Derby’s Rail Re-

search & Innovation Centre on 14 November.  

You will see our communications intensifying  

through social media, weekly news reviews, 

trade magazine article writing and our events 

countdown e-mailings. We hope our members 

take full advantage of the increasing network-

ing and promotional opportunities that we 

provide. 

 
People, Skills and Diversity DG 

Attracting a lot of interest, this group has 

grown to include representation from employ-

ers, colleges and an LEP. Over the summer, we 

planned for iRail 2020: RFM will  secure all 

sponsorship and develop an employer volun-

teer guide that bring together the various ac-

tivities with which our members can become 

involved - supporting our school and college 

outreach activities - anything from a couple of 

hours  to an ongoing commitment to mentor a 

young person.  We will issue a guide, shortly. 
 

Political and Stakeholder Engagement DG 

During this very fluid political time, this group 

has supported visits from the Transport Select 

Committee and the DfT as they wanted to 

learn more about the rail supply chain. These 

visits provide civil servants with first-hand insight 

into the challenges faced by SMEs and pro-

vide RFM with the opportunity to convey some 

key messages for members. The DG group has 

also submitted a response to the HS2 Oak-

ervee ReviewOn HS2, Rail Forum Midlands has 

submitted a response to the Oakervee review 

for the rail supply chain, supporting the contin-

uation of building HS2 with no further delays. 

DfT Head of Supply Chain & Innovation, Rail Industry 

Competitiveness, Patrick Malone with RFMs CEO Elane 

Clark and DfT Policy Advisers, Mark Cairns and Camille 

Lopes drove a train on t Bombardier Transportation’s test

-track in Derby 
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Waste management specialists -  Ward - 

prevents over 95% of waste ending up in 

landfill  
 

Recognised as Family Business of the Year 2019 

for the Midlands and Central region, Ward - 

metal recycling and waste management spe-

cialist, was also nominated as ‘One to Watch’ 

in the European Business Awards list for 2019 in 

the category of businesses with a turnover of  

over £150 million, demonstrating exceptional 

financial returns and growth, innovation strate-

gies, ethical credentials and market sector 

leadership, good stakeholder relationship and 

balance of long and short-term activities. 

 

Through its dedicated Ward Special Projects 

(SP) team, the company provides cost effec-

tive and environmentally responsible waste 

management solutions for rail infrastructure 

projects across the country.  

 

A partnership approach with  their clients al-

lows the Ward team to deliver excellent cus-

tomer service and build trusted relationships 

with contractors, suppliers and organisations 

within the rail industry, such as Network Rail, DB 

Cargo and several HS2 projects. 

 

Commercial Manager, David Ward Jnr, who 

heads Ward SP, strongly advocates this ap-

proach: “the strong relationship we build with 

our rail clients sets up apart. There’s a real 

sense of collaboration. Our primary objectives 

are always to divert waste from landfill and 

keep costs down.” 

 

“From enabling and clearance works for con-

tractors to demolition site clearance and de-

structive dismantling, we work out the best 

waste strategy for the collection, removal and 

processing of waste which minimises waste to 

landfill, maximises sustainability and delivers 

the most cost-effective options. It might be re-

cycling metal arisings, on-site waste storage- 

and segregation or ways to reuse inert materi-

als such as uncontaminated sand and soils. 

We’ve been working with Network Rail for sev-

eral years now on a number of contracts and 

ad hoc projects around the UK.  Contracted 

to safely dispose materials from aggregate 

handling depots, we are also one of three pre-

ferred suppliers for ad hoc jobs. We cover all 

waste-streams such as hazardous waste and 

non-hazardous ballast through to inert soil and 

stone. Using our extensive UK contact network, 

we provide a complete evidence-based audit 

trail and guaranteed duty of care for safe and 

sustainable disposal of waste items.” 

 

Ward also provides a materials testing and 

classification service and recently appointed 

a soils scientist, Dr Dimitrios Kosmidis (PhD) to 

expand its in-house capabilities in land reme-

diation work, site investigation and hazardous 

waste identification.  He is working with clients 

such as Air Liquide, Network Rail Infrastructure 

and DB Cargo.   

 

His main responsibilities are on-site soil sam-

pling, analysis and preparation of timely and 

accurate waste classification, reporting and 

consultancy.  Regulatory compliance is en-

sured for all laboratory testing - soil and other 

materials, before acceptance to Ward’s au-

thorised waste processing facilities.  

 

Keen to invest in industry’s next generation, 

Ward supports the development of young tal-

ent by regularly participating in iRail, exploring 

careers in rail and engineering with Derby Col-

lege and RFM.  

 

Ward’s Sustainability and Environment Manag-

er, Ashley Oates, is an active RFM member 

and STEM Ambassador.  She says “It’s great to 

get involved in the Rail Forum’s People and 

Skills team and their events help to educate 

Ward’s team about the challenges faced by 

the industry, to better understand what our cli-

ents need from us.” 

SILVER MEMBER FEATURE 
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Rail Forum Charity Golf Day 

 
This year’s Charity Golf Day, held jointly with 

RIA on 19 July, raised over £2000 for our two 

chosen charities: Railway Children and Rail-

way Mission. Sixteen teams competed for the 

RFM Neil Harvey Memorial Trophy and all golf-

ers were entered into the RIA individual com-

petition. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning RFM team from Datum 

The weather was somewhat mixed but defi-

nitely much better than the gales we had in 

2018! 

  

Rail Forum B2B Social Media Breakfast 

Workshop 
 

RFM’s social media workshop was run by Sta-

tus Social founder, Mark Saxby.  SME’s exam-

ined common misconceptions surrounding B2B 

social media platforms and considered  their 

online optimisation. As this event was oversub-

scribed we plan to host further workshops. 

 

Board member Donna Bickley introduces RFM’s Social 

Media workshop 

Rail Forum Midlands & Rail Freight Group 

joint event: Rail Freight in the Midlands 

 

The second Rail Freight in the Midlands event 

on 25 September, was a huge success with a 

great cross-section of RFM and RFG members 

attending. Delegates heard about the im-

portance of rail freight for delivering the UK’s 

over-arching industrial strategy and the role it 

can play in delivering the Rail Sector Deal. 

 

Mike Noakes from BEIS talked about Brexit and 

the support now on offer from government in 

terms of preparation and Richard Mann of 

Midlands Connect outlined their recently 

launched ‘Midlands Engine Rail’ priorities: this 

£3.5bn programme focusing on key rail im-

provements to facilitate east-west access 

across and through the region, which also in-

corporates plans for an additional 72 freight 

trains per day with the potential to remove 

one million lorries from the roads.  

 

Network Rail’s Guy Bates, talked about their 

Strategic Freight Network enhancement pro-

gramme and specific plans for the CP6 period, 

including an increase from 600 to 700 freight 

movements by 2024 - an increase of almost 

17%.  This will facilitate longer trains, longer 

loops and gauge clearance enhancements.  

 

Another focus is ‘express freight’ which has sig-

nificant potential to grow—it is brought long 

distances into city centres using high-speed 

trains and the challenge is the city-centre 

warehousing/storage and the onward ‘last 

few miles’ distribution channels. David Turner  

of Malcolm Logistics explained the develop-

ment of Daventry International Rail Freight Ter-

minal (DIRFT) and future expansion plans. Del-

egates also took part in a tour of the enor-

mous DIRFT site by coach.  

 

A key message to delegates was that rail 

needs to be easy to use from a customer per-

spective: to make it the mode of choice. 

Whilst it is generally more reliable than road 

and competitive, the perception can be oth-

erwise. There are some great stories to tell and 

we need to do more to get these messages 

out. Our thanks to Maggie Simpson and the 

RFG team for working with us on this event, 

and to all our speakers for their input.  

 

RFM EVENTS REVIEW 
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 Meet the Buyer event at Modern Railways 

Rail Vehicle Enhancement Expo 2019 
 

RFM’s team are recovering from a very busy 

day at RVE on 3 October where we orchestrat-

ed more than 300 appointments across 40 dif-

ferent buyers from over 20 companies. 

RFM’s Meet the Buyer area at Modern Railways Rail Ve-

hicle Enhancement Expo 2019 

 

We also helped make a number of informal 

introductions for members, to both buyers and 

other exhibitors.  

 
RFM’s Elaine Clark with Stadler’s Elaine Greenwood 

 

We know the importance that members put 

on these type of events so we are already 

thinking about 2020!  And, please remember 

that we can facilitate you either as a buyer or 

supplier  - just let us know which hat you want 

to wear when we invite you to register for fu-

ture Meet the Buyer events. 

 

 

 
 

Brexit 
As the government plans for the UK to leave 

the EU on 31 October, we are providing you 

with a no-deal Brexit preparation webpage, to 

help rail industry members identify specific is-

sues they might need to act upon.  Even if you 

think Brexit won’t affect you, please look at: 

RFM’s Brexit page. 

 

We have promoted and hosted specialist Brex-

it workshops, with the Rail Alliance for the rail 

sector.  

Reshoring UK 
The ReshoringUK website is now up and run-

ning. Led by several engineering and manu-

facturing associations, it hosts details for hun-

dreds of U.K. companies, for clients and cus-

tomers searching for potential U.K. suppliers.  

 

RFM is the only rail trade association involved 

in this  drive to get more UK content onto our 

rolling stock and infrastructure. We actively 

promote the website to clients and buyers. 

  

For GDPR reasons, RFM members should con-

tact RFM to add, remove or amend their infor-

mation on ReshoringUK. 

 

Rail Policy Udates from Political Party  

Autumn Conferences 2019 
Rail Forum Midlands communications team 

gathered all the rail policy updates from all the 

political party conferences and composed 

them into these RFM website news articles: 

 
• CONSERVATIVE RAIL POLICY STAYS THE SAME BUT 

HS2 POLICY MIGHT CHANGE BY THE END OF OC-

TOBER 2019 

• LABOUR PASSES MOTIONS FOR RAIL ELECTRIFICA-

TION, HIGH-SPEED RAIL, INCREASING RAIL FREIGHT 

– WITH NATIONALISATION 

• LIBERAL DEMOCRAT PARTY PASSES RAILWAY POLI-

CY UPDATE F38: BUILDING RAILWAYS FIT FOR THE 

21ST CENTURY COMMUTER 

 

In summary, the Conservative Party made no 

rail policy changes and the rail minister refused 

to be drawn on HS2 which is under review: an-

nouncements are expected at the end of Oc-

tober 2019. 
 

RFM EVENTS REVIEW INDUSTRY & MEMBER NEWS 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/key-activities/brexit-information/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/10/free-brexit-readiness-workshops-brought-to-you-by-the-rail-alliance-and-rfm/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/10/free-brexit-readiness-workshops-brought-to-you-by-the-rail-alliance-and-rfm/
http://www.reshoringuk.co.uk
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/10/conservative-rail-policy-stays-the-same-but-hs2-might-change-before-the-end-of-october-2019/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/10/conservative-rail-policy-stays-the-same-but-hs2-might-change-before-the-end-of-october-2019/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/10/conservative-rail-policy-stays-the-same-but-hs2-might-change-before-the-end-of-october-2019/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/labours-greener-motions-support-high-speed-rail-rail-freight-and-rail-nationalisation/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/labours-greener-motions-support-high-speed-rail-rail-freight-and-rail-nationalisation/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/labours-greener-motions-support-high-speed-rail-rail-freight-and-rail-nationalisation/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/liberal-democrat-party-railway-policy-update-f38-is-motioned-building-railways-fit-for-the-21st-century-commuter/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/liberal-democrat-party-railway-policy-update-f38-is-motioned-building-railways-fit-for-the-21st-century-commuter/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/09/liberal-democrat-party-railway-policy-update-f38-is-motioned-building-railways-fit-for-the-21st-century-commuter/
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Rail Forum Midlands Annual Conference 2019 

Delivery Talks 

 

We are taking the final bookings for our pres-

tigious annual conference, which features 

high profile industry and government speakers 

who will talk about delivering for the rail supply 

chain and customers.   

We are delighted that the CEO of Network 

Rail, Andrew Haines MP has agreed to delver 

the keynote address.  We also expect to wel-

come Minister of State at the Department for 

Transport, Chris Heaton-Harris in the afternoon. 

We also warmly welcome Abellio’s Deputy MD 

and the new East Midlands Railway’s interim 

MD, Julian Edwards, among other notables. 

 
RFM’s Intellectual Property and Innovation 

Workshop on 14 November 

 

Whether there is a deal, or not, intellectual 

property law will change when the UK leaves 

the EU. Large and small companies might find 

their ideas become free to use, across the EU 

with impunity.  So, RFM has organised an IP 

workshop breakfast in Derby with RFM mem-

ber, Swindell & Pearson, IP and trademark so-

licitors featured in a Financial Times special re-

port on Europe’s Leading Patent Law Firms 

2019.   

 
Rail Forum Christmas Luncheon 2019 

 

Tickets are already selling for our very popular 

Christmas Lunch on 13 December. Put your 

feet-up and join us for  mulled wine. Sing to 

your hearts content with Christmas carols sup-

ported by Derventio Community Choir - estab-

lished in 1992.  

 

 

 

We have an extensive list of rail industry events 

listed on our website and would like to draw to 

your attention two in particular that occur dur-

ing the final quarter of 2019: 

 

• UKRRIN Annual Conference 2019 

• Rail Infrastructure Netwoking - York - 2019 

 

Visit RFM’s External Events webpage list of 

forthcoming industry events to learn more and 

reserve places. 

 

 

 

FORTHCOMING RFM EVENTS FORTHCOMING INDUSTRY EVENTS 

https://www.derventiochoir.org.uk/The_Derventio_Choir/Home.html
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/industry-events/

