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Summer Update 

Informing our rail community 

Welcome to our 

Summer 2019 up-

date.  

 

Over the last 3 

months I have 

been able to meet 

a number of you 

at our various 

events; the Parlia-

mentary Recep-

tion which was 

once again a 

great success with 200 guests attending, our 

Railtex breakfasts and our AGM. During our 

conversations I’ve gained some really useful 

feedback about the opportunities and chal-

lenges you face working in the rail industry. This 

will help me and the team to ensure we con-

tinue to raise the issues that are important to 

you be this with government, clients or other 

key stakeholders.  

 

We have a further informal ‘breakfast with the 

Chair’ coming up in July so I look forward to 

meeting a few more of you then. By now 

many of you will be aware that Jemma left us 

at the end of May following completion of her 

degree, we wish her every success for the fu-

ture. And Sophia is expecting a baby in No-

vember, so over the next few months you will 

see some changes in the team as we gear up 

to ensure a smooth transition for when she 

starts her maternity leave. 

 

I would also like to welcome 2 new members 

to our Board; Maria Smith of Flotec Industrial 

and Scott Harrison of Aspin Group. 

 

Looking forward to the Autumn we are well 

into planning our Annual Conference and 

bookings are now open for this flagship event. 

Do book your complimentary place(s) early 

and make sure you have the date saved in 

your diary for what is shaping up to be a great 

line up of speakers headed by Andrew Haines, 

CEO of Network Rail. We will also shortly be 

opening bookings for our members’ Christmas 

Lunch – whilst this may seem early we need to 

be able to firm up final numbers with the ven-

ue well in advance so it’s never too early to 

book. 

 

Finally, I would also like to welcome our new 

members; Altran UK, Altro, DMS Technologies 

Infotec, Rail Vehicle Components (UK), 

Thyssenkrupp Materials UK, Time24, URGROUP. 

RVE Meet the Buyer:  

Don’t Miss the Deadline! 

 
The application 

process for the 

RVE Meet the 

Buyer event is 

now open and all applications must be sub-

mitted by Friday 16th August. 

 

Full details of the application process and the 

application form can be found here https://

www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2019/ 

MESSAGE FROM CHAIR, PAUL ROBINSON: 

RFM News 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/altran-uk-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/altro-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/dms-technologies/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/infotec/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/rail-vehicle-components-uk-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/thyssenkrupp-materials-uk/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/time-24-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/urgroup/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2019/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2019/


 

2  

Membership Upgrades 

 
Following last year’s introduction of the tiered 

membership system, we are delighted that so 

many of you have opted to upgrade your 

membership from Standard to Silver, Gold and 

even Patron!  

 

Recent upgraded members  include:  

Patron - Elastacloud  

Gold - Datum, Garrandale, Ricardo Rail, TUV 

Rheinland UK 

Silver - IDOM Merebrook 

 

We would like to thank these companies for 

their continued support! 

 

For more information on how membership up-

grades could benefit your business, please 

contact Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk 

 

Rail Sector Deal 
 

The Rail Forum Midlands has been asked to 

lead the work on two Midlands based pilots as 

part of the Rail Sector Deal.  

 

Work is now underway on the Apprenticeship 

and Schools Engagement pilot: 

 

• We are currently gathering information 

about the various school engagement 

activities across the region. 

• We have been talking to companies 

and training providers about the chal-

lenges and barriers for SMEs  recruiting 

apprentices. 

 

SME Growth Through Collaboration pilot:  

 

• We have been talking to various clients 

about potential projects for our SME 

growth through collaboration pilot. This 

includes Porterbrook (see elsewhere in 

this issue for details of Innovation Hub 

2020), Bombardier, Hitachi, Network Rail 

and 3 train operating companies. 

• The above has formed the basis for a 

major survey which has been extensively 

circulated across the supply chain. If 

you haven’t already completed the sur-

vey we would very much appreciate 

you taking five to ten minutes to do so. It 

can be found here along with further 

information about what we are doing 

under the sector deal 

 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/railsectordeal/ 

 

Operational Delivery Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our four delivery groups are now up and run-

ning. Membership of these groups is open to 

all members and provides a great way of get-

ting more involved and supporting our work.  

 

Members who wish to get involved with any of 

these groups are encouraged to talk to Elaine 

in the first instance. Future quarterly updates 

will include sections on activities from each of 

the Chairs of the groups who are: 

 

Laura Cawdell (pictured above) – People, 

Skills and Diversity 

Nicola Philips - Business Growth 

Rupert Brennan-Brown – Political and Stake-

holder Engagement 

Donna Bickley – Communications and Events 

 

Reshoring UK 

 

As many of you know we are supporting the 

ReshoringUK initiative which supports UK suppli-

ers by signposting OEMs and clients to UK 

manufacturers and service providers.   

 

The Reshoring website was due to be released 

in May but has been delayed by a few weeks 

due to some search facility issues. It should be 

available imminently and we will let members 

know as soon as it is live. 

RFM News 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/elastacloud-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/datum-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/garrandale-limited/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/lloyds-register-rail-ltd/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/tuv-rheinland-uk/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/tuv-rheinland-uk/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/member-directory/idom-merebrook/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/railsectordeal/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/railsectordeal/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6x67b8pDhAhVEgRoKHW-GBskQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reshoringuk.co.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw1xL1x3TQ5Z4RRU8KTHVQBV&ust=1553177364860523
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Retro-Fit Solutions Fitted to East Midlands 

Train Windows - Enhancing Driver Safety 

and Comfort  

Revitaglaze Ltd is helping train operators win 

the battle against accidental and malicious 

damage, and one such example is with the 

use of new film applications to enhance driver 

comfort and safety. 

The driver’s windows on older rolling stock are 

particularly vulnerable to impact damage, for 

example from bird strikes, ballast strikes, and 

stone throwers. During an impact the glass 

breaks into many shards and fragments which 

are projected at speed into the driver’s cab. 

Persons, including the driver, sitting near im-

pacted glass have been injured by glass frag-

ments. 

Whilst anti-spall glass is fitted to new rolling 

stock windows, the process is costly and time 

consuming to undertake if the glass does not 

otherwise require replacement. Leading train 

leasing company Angel Trains identified this 

issue and the potential for a protective film so-

lution and commissioned a report from SNC 

Lavalin, who also produced the specifications 

document. 

Working closely with Angel Trains and East Mid-

lands Trains, Revitaglaze has installed anti spall 

safety film to the inside of the existing glass of 

the leading and rear cabs across the three 

train classes 153, 156, and 158. This film up-

grades the old glass, improving staff safety 

without high costs, waste, or delays. This pro-

cess is also more environmentally friendly than 

the production and transport of new glass. 

East Midlands Trains bench testing and trials 

highlighted that success of this application 

would rely on the quality of fitment and asked 

Revitaglaze to complete the work to the re-

quired specifications. Due to the observed 

state of the glass, Revitaglaze factored in suffi-

cient cleaning time to remove dirt from 

around the base of the front screen windows 

(as seen in the photos) and factored in the in-

tricacy of the cutting around fitted objects to 

the front screens. 

The program also enhances driver comfort - 

and thereby train safety - by incorporating the 

installation of an Anti-Glare window film to the 

existing droplight windows located on both 

driver’s side and second man side cab win-

dows. East Midlands Trains 15X Fleet Engineer 

Munira Somani, reports that this application 

has gained positive feedback from the opera-

tions teams.  

 

Contact Matt Meikle at Revitaglaze on 0203 

384 0220, Matt.Meikle@revitaglaze.com or visit 

Website: www.revitaglaze.com  

 

Revitaglaze has over twelve years’ experience 

of working in the rail passenger transport sec-

tor providing window repair and anti-graffiti 

filming solutions and we are proud and grate-

ful to have supported so many of the best 

names in the passenger transport and building 

sectors and hope to continue to do so for 

many years to come. 

 

If you’re a Silver Rail Forum Midlands mem-

ber, you can share your news with our vast 

network of businesses by sending your sto-

ries to Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk to be 

featured in the next Quarterly Update. 

SILVER MEMBER FEATURE 

http://www.revitaglaze.com
http://www.revitaglaze.com/
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Parliamentary Reception 

Monday 29th 

April saw the Rail 

Forum Midlands 

(RFM) communi-

ty return to the 

House of Com-

mons for the 

2019 Parliamen-

tary Reception.  

 

Once again 100 RFM member companies 

joined the Rail Forum team, board directors 

and MPs for an afternoon of networking on the 

House of Commons Terrace. However, this 

year, members also had the opportunity to 

commit to supporting their employees should 

they face a terminal diagnosis during their em-

ployment by signing up to the TUCs Dying to 

Work Charter. 

The Rail Forum team and directors would like 

to thank our host, Pauline Latham MP and all 

those who helped to make this year’s Rail Fo-

rum Parliamentary Reception another re-

sounding success. We of course extend a spe-

cial thanks to the companies who signed the 

Charter on the day. It was a true demonstra-

tion of our rail community working to protect 

and support each other; something all indus-

tries should strive for. 

Click here for the full story and more infor-

mation on the TUC Charter. 

 

Rail Forum Breakfast Workshop: Network 

Rail Procurement –  

Making the Most of BravoNR 

The end of April 

saw the first of a 

series of varied 

breakfast eve-

nts kick off at 

our Derby base.  

20 delegates 

joined the RFM 

team and oper-

ational delivery group for an in-depth look at 

Network Rail’s procurement system, BravoNR.  

We would like to send a huge thank you to 

Adam Walsh, Senior Procurement Manager at 

Network Rail who led the session.  

The next breakfast event due to be held in July 

will look at business-to–business social media. 

This event is already fully booked, but please 

contact Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk to be add-

ed to the reserve list. 

 

The RFM Hub at Railtex 2019 

As one of the largest and longest running rail 

exhibitions in the UK, Railtex is the biannual 

show that brings together all realms of the in-

dustry for three days of networking, education-

al sessions and trading at Birmingham’s NEC. 

This year Railtex welcomed 430 exhibitors, so, it 

stands to reason that the show is no small un-

dertaking for companies, particularly SMEs 

looking to have a presence. 

 

In 2017, the Rail 

Forum joined 

forces with a 

number of mem-

bers, to create a 

shared space 

that compli-

mented and ex-

hibited their ca-

pabilities on a scale they would never have 

been able to achieve alone. This collaborative 

approach was so beneficial to the three com-

panies that took part in 2017, the RFM decided 

to offer members the opportunity to team up 

once again in 2019.  

 

By the time the show opened on 14th May, 

nine companies had joined the Rail Forum 

team on what was our largest and busiest 

stand to date! All the companies were SME’s 

with a number being new to rail or who were 

exhibiting at Railtex for the very first time. The 

Rail Forum team were on hand throughout the 

3-day show to support the exhibitors and 

make introductions. A wide range of products 

and services were on display on the collabora-

tive stand. Companies included J-Flex, SET, 

Birley Manufacturing, Datum Composites, De-

sign and Analysis Ltd, Replin by Hainsworth, 

CHH Conex, Inside Out Group and RFM Patron 

RFM EVENTS REVIEW 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/05/rail-forum-annual-parliamentary-reception-supports-the-tucs-dying-to-work-charter/
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member, Elastacloud.  

We were also delighted to welcome the Rail 

Minister Andrew Jones MP, Shadow Secretary 

of State Andy McDonald MP and numerous 

buyers from OEMs to our stand. 

 

Rail Forum AGM 

June 5th saw the 

Rail Forum Annu-

al General Meet-

ing return to the 

Derby Confer-

ence Centre. 60 

delegates joined 

the team and 

board to hear 

how the Rail Fo-

rum has progressed over the last 12 months. 

Speakers from the University of Derby then dis-

cussed plans for the Rail Research Innovation 

Centre, before Bombardier’s Will Tanner gave 

an update on the company’s Preferred Bidder 

Status for the New Egypt Monorail System.  

 

The RFM team would also like to thank East 

Midlands Trains who hosted a tour of the Der-

by Station resignalling works prior to the meet-

ing! 

 

Rail Technology Roadshow 2019 

For the second year running the Rail Forum 

were pleased to support the Rail Technology 

Roadshow which traveled throughout the UK; 

visiting a number of rail OEM's including the 

new Alstom site at Widnes (pictured 

above), Bombardier in Derby, the new CAF 

manufacturing facility in Newport, Hitachi, Sie-

mens together with Network Rail.  

On arrival at each site the tardis-like trailer ex-

pands; providing individual spaces for each 

supplier to display their products and services. 

A number of RFM 

members includ-

ing CE Turner, 

Flotec, Lutze and 

Tratos took part; 

granting them 

the opportunity 

to meet their tar-

get contacts at 

each of the sites visited.  

The positive feedback on the event from both 

the suppliers and the exhibitors means the Rail 

Technology Roadshow will return in 2020.  

 

Rail Forum Summer BBQ 2019 

Last Friday rec-

ord numbers re-

turned to Derby’s 

Pitcher & Piano 

for the Rail Forum 

Summer BBQ. 

Members en-

joyed another 

fantastic after-

noon of food, fun 

and networking! Thanks to all those who joined 

us and got into the Summer spirit!  

Porterbrook Innovation Hub 2020 
Following the huge success of the Porterbrook 

Innovation Hub at RailLive in June, we are de-

lighted to announce that Porterbrook’s Inno-

vation Hub 2020 will specifically focus on SME 

collaboration in support of the Rail Sector Deal 

Midlands pilot that we are leading. We are 

currently working with Porterbrook on the de-

tails and further information will be available in 

the autumn. We will also be working with Por-

terbrook and those companies on the 2019 

Hub to identify what support they need to 

move to the next stage with their ideas and 

innovations. 

 

Network Rail Long-term Deployment Plan 

for the Digital Railway 

Last week (26 June) Network Rail launched the 

Long-term Deployment Plan for the Digital Rail-

way. Digital signaling and train control tech-

nology will deliver significant benefits to pas-

sengers. In response to a request from the  

RFM EVENTS REVIEW 

INDUSTRY & MEMBER NEWS 
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Secretary of State for Transport, the Digital Rail-

way Programme has developed a Long-term 

Deployment Plan (LTDP) that proposes a part-

nership approach between Network Rail, the 

train operating companies (both freight and 

passenger), the rail industry supply chain and 

the DfT.  As the delivery of digital signalling re-

quires multiple stakeholders to work together, 

fundamental to the success of this proposal is 

the co-ordination of budgets and asset renew-

al plans. This plan will also need to iterate over 

time as technology and network needs ma-

ture. 

The LTDP takes account of the scale and com-

plexity of fitting out in excess of 4,000 trains 

and the upgrading of more than 19,000 miles 

of network for one of the busiest and most in-

tensively operated railway networks in the 

world.  A network of this size and complexity 

cannot be fitted out overnight.  It requires a 

steady programme of asset renewal to man-

age the transition to digital technology and 

also maintain continuity of service for passen-

gers and other rail users. 

Full details can be found here: 

https://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/

news/long-term-plan-for-digital-railway 

 

Bombardier Named as Preferred Bidder for 

New Cairo Monorail 

Click here for the full story. 

 

Ward Takes Midlands & Central Family        

Business Crown in 7th Award Win 

Click here for the full story. 

Breakfast Workshop: B2B Social Media 
10th July 2019, 7:30 - 10:00am 

Lonsdale House, Derby, DE1 3HD 

 

The next RFM breakfast session will examine 

the common misconceptions surrounding B2B 

social media and look at how you can opti-

mise your online presence. The session will be 

run by award-winning BBC journalist and 

founder of local company, Status Social, Mark 

Saxby. It will provide an introduction to social 

media platforms and will explore the B2B so-

cial media myths.  

This event is now fully booked, please contact 

Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk to be added to the 

reserve list. 

 

Rail Forum Workshop on the Rail Sector 

Deal Midlands Pilots at RSN 
11th July 2019, 1:30—2:30pm  

Derby Arena, Derby, DE24 8JB 

Rail Forum Midlands has a speaking/workshop 

session at the upcoming Rolling Stock Net-

working (RSN) event at the Derby Arena on 

11th July. We will be explaining more about 

the Rail Sector Deal and the work we will be 

leading on the two Midlands pilots. 

This is a drop in session running alongside the 

main RSN event and all are welcome to join 

us. The location of the event within the Arena 

will be signposted on the day. 

Click here for further information. 

 

Informal Breakfast with RFM Chair  
18th July 2019, 8:00 - 9:30am 

Bill’s Restaurant, Nottingham, NG1 2BL 

Paul Robinson, our new Chair is keen to meet 

as many of our members as possible to under-

stand your challenges and opportunities and 

to seek feedback about RFM: how we are do-

ing, what we do well, what could improve 

etc. The third in our series of breakfast meet-

ings will be held in Nottingham on 18th July 

from 8.00am to 9.30am at a  central Notting-

ham venue to be confirmed. 

Click here to register to attend. 
 

Rail Forum Midlands and Railway Industry     

Association Joint Charity Golf Day 2019 
19th July 2019, All Day 

The Nottinghamshire Golf & Country Club, 

NG12 3HB 

FORTHCOMING RFM EVENTS 

https://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/news/long-term-plan-for-digital-railway
https://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/news/long-term-plan-for-digital-railway
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/05/bombardier-named-preferred-bidder-in-new-cairo-monorail/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/2019/06/ward-takes-midlands-central-family-business-crown-in-7th-award-win/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rolling-stock-networking-rsn-event/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/informal-breakfast-with-rfm-chair-2/
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This year Rail Forum Midlands (RFM)  and the 

Railway Industry Association (RIA) are joining 

forces to offer a joint charity golf tournament. 

All proceeds from the event will be donated 

to our nominated charities: Railway Children 

and Railway Mission.  

 

Rail Freight in the Midlands   

25th September 2019, 9:00am—2:00pm  

Daventry International Railport, Northampton, 

NN67JZ  

In partnership with the Rail Freight Group, we 

are planning our second freight event. 

Confirmed speakers include: David Turner, 

Rail Director at Malcolm Logistics, Roger 

Neary, Head of Sales at DB Cargo, Richard 

Mann, Senior Rail Programme Manager at 

Midlands Connect, Guy Bates, Head of 

Freight Development at Network Rail, James 

Brewer, Head, Rail Supply Chains at Depart-

ment for Business, Energy and Industrial Strate-

gy. 

This year’s tour will be held at the Daventry In-

ternational Railport.  

Registration is now open! 

 

RVE Meet the Buyer 2019 
3rd October 2019, 9:00am — 3:15pm  

Pride Park Stadium, Derby, DE24 8XL 

 

Following 2018’s huge success, the RFM is de-

lighted we are working with the Modern Rail-

ways RVE team to bring a ‘Meet the Buyer’ 

event to RVE in October 2019. 

 

The supplier application process is now open. 

The application form can be found here. 
 

Rail Forum Annual Conference  
17th October 2019, 9:00am — 3:15pm  

Pride Park Stadium, Derby, DE24 8XL 

 

As one of the most prestigious events in the rail 

calendar; the Rail Forum Midlands Annual 

Conference draws in hundreds of delegates  

and a number of high profile speakers each 

year. With the 2019 event set to be the biggest 

yet, registration is now available!  

 

Click here to book your complimentary tickets 

and for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rolling Stock Networking 
11th July 2019, All Day 

Derby Arena, Derby, DE24 8JB 

 

TCR Midlands 
18th July 2019, All Day 

The Vox Conference Centre, Birmingham,  

B40 1PU 

 

Rail Infrastructure Networking 

5th September 2019, 9:30am —12:30pm 

Derby Arena, Derby, DE24 8JB 

 

RVE Expo & Meet the Buyer  
3rd October 2019, All Day 

Derby Arena, Derby, DE24 8JB 

 

FORTHCOMING INDUSTRY EVENTS 

FORTHCOMING RFM EVENTS 

https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rail-freight-in-the-midlands/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2019/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rail-forum-midlands-annual-conference/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rolling-stock-networking/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/tcr-midlands/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rail-infrastructure-networking-3/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2019/

