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June 2017   

 

Message from our Chair, Paul Francis 
 
Welcome to our second 
quarterly news update.  

 
At the time of writing we 
are making final 
preparations for our 
Annual Conference 
which will be held at 
Pride Park Stadium on 
19th October. We have 
a terrific line up of 
speakers and are 
looking forward to 

seeing many of you on the day. Please do take 
advantage of your complimentary tickets and 
book your places via our website 
www.midlandsrail.co.uk.  
 
There’s always lots happening in our industry 
and this autumn seems even busier than ever. 
RFEM is supporting the work on a proposed 
industry/government ‘Rail Sector Deal’ with 
many of the issues and ideas we have 
consistently raised on behalf of members 
featuring in the thinking. Sector deals will form 
the basis on which key industries and 
government can work together to drive increased 
trade and exports, improved customer service, 
increased productivity and development of new 
technologies. Securing a sector deal with  

 
 
government is important to ensure that our 
industry is given the strategic priority needed to 
deliver both in the UK and on the world stage.  
 
Our home base in Derby is often top of the list for 
visits by Ministers and government officials. Over 
the summer we have welcomed colleagues from 
the Department for Business Energy and 
Industrial Strategy and HM Treasury. During 
October we will be hosting visitors from the 
Departments for Transport and International 
Trade. These visits enable us to reinforce the 
importance of the rail supply chain to the UK 
economy together with influencing the policy 
makers on key issues. We do try to involve a 
range of members during these visits so if you 
are keen to get involved please let us know. 
 
Finally, I would like to personally welcome our 
new members; TenBroeke Company Limited, 
Tratos, Pauley, B Hepworth & Co Limited, 
Mechan, Pearsons Engineering, Infotec, Global 
Rail Construction Ltd, Asset International 
Structures. We are delighted you have joined our 
rail community and look forward to working with 
you.  
 
Paul  

 

The Quarterly 
Update 

 

 
 

 
Here your Rail Forum team will keep you 
up to date on the RFEM’s recent 
activities, progress and what events are 
not to be missed! 
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Entry Talent Summit for Apprentices & 
Graduates 2017 

Part of our promise to 'invest in people and 
skills'... 

Thursday 14th September saw over 70 
graduates, apprentices and students travel from 
all over the UK for the first Rail Forum East 
Midlands Entry Talent Summit at Nottingham 
Trent University.  

The original idea for the summit came about as 
a result of employers including the need for their 
apprentices to develop a broader understanding 
of the rail industry in the recently launched 
apprenticeship standards.   

Delegates took part in a series of highly 
interactive sessions hosted by speakers from 
RFEM member companies. These included a 
session looking at the challenges that the freight 
part of the industry faces led by Tarmac, a look 
at the opportunities and implications of 
digitalisation delivered by Network Rail and the 
importance of putting customers at the heart of 
what we do led by East Midlands Trains.  

Following a networking lunch, Elastacloud 
discussed how artificial intelligence, algorithms 
and data analytics can be applied to the rail 
industry and HS2 explored diversity and 
inclusive design. In the final session Morven 
Harrison, gave an inspiring presentation on her 
role at Progress Rail Services; following projects 
from conception to installation, and advising 
delegates on the training she sees to be in 
demand and the programmes she uses day-to-

day. Employers were then invited to join their 
graduates, apprentices and students for the 
keynote address delivered by Lilian Greenwood 
MP. Lilian explained her new role as the Chair of 
the Transport Select Committee and some of the 
priorities they will be tackling in their next 
session. Finally, Aniello Anzelmo, Head of 
Production at Bombardier Transportation, gave 
an overview of his experience in the industry.  

Thanks to all our guest presenters for making it 
such a successful and enjoyable day. Some 
comments below from attendees. 

 

“The Summit has been really useful, it’s given me 
a wider understanding of the rail industry beyond 
my experience as a passenger, we’ve learned 
about freight; an area I haven’t considered 
before, and got to look at where the rail industry 
is headed. It was a really useful day for me and I 
would recommend it to anyone looking to attend 
in the future”.          
Tom Scott, Porterbrook Leasing Ltd 

 “I have really enjoyed the day, I definitely feel 
that I have gained a greater understanding of the 
rail industry, from issues surrounding gender 
equality, to HS2 and their plans for the future”. 
Melissa Hufton, NTAR 

“I’ve learned so much today, and it’s been really 
useful to meet new people, like me, who are just 
starting out in the rail industry”.      
Molly Cannon, Bombardier Transportation 

 
International Selling Skills in Action 

Workshop with Department for 
International Trade 

Part of our promise to 'invest in people and 
skills'... 

In July, RFEM hosted the first of what will now be 
a series of skills workshops. The day was 
delivered by local business consultant Kathrine 
Western of Athena9. The session explored 
everything from how to understand the buyers’ 
perspective, to cultural differences and the  
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https://www.ntu.ac.uk/
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impact of language. Feedback from delegates 
was fantastic and has prompted us to schedule 
the next workshop, now due to be held on 5th 
December and entitled Know your buyer: Make 
that sale. This session will explore how buyers 
buy, your buyers’ business needs and why this is 
important to you, and how to tailor your 
messaging and approach. In addition, the 
Department for International Trade will be there 
to help you understand how their global 
resources can help you get closer to your 
international buyer. To register, please contact 
Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk  
  

 
RFEM Team Host HM Treasury & BEIS  

Part of our promise to 'provide a strong 
collective voice' 

In August, RFEM was pleased to host HM 
Treasury official and Network Rail Board Director 
Michael Harrison with BEIS Head of Rail Mike 
Noakes. The purpose of the visit was to explore 
ideas for, and the potential barriers to, securing 
third party private investment into the railways. 
The busy schedule included visits to LORAM, 
Resonate and Bombardier Transportation where 
they were able to view the production of the new  
Elizabeth Line trains. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rail Supply Group SME Council 
Part of our promise to 'provide a strong 

collective voice' 

The Rail Supply Group has formed a subgroup 
known as the RSG SME Council specifically 
made up of SME’s in the UK rail industry.  RFEM 
is also a member ensuring additional 
representation for our members. The RSG SME 
Council held a workshop on 2nd August 2017 to 
identify how SME’s could contribute to the 
debate on a ‘Rail Sector Deal’ to be put to the 
Government on behalf of the UK Rail industry. 
 
The RSG SME Council is led by Simon Higgens, 
CEO of ISS Labour Ltd and a RFEM member 
company. 
  

 
The Queen’s Awards for Enterprise 

 
The Queen’s Awards recognise outstanding 
achievement by UK businesses in the fields of; 
innovation, international trade, sustainable 
development and promoting opportunity. The 
Awards celebrate the successes of innovative 
businesses in the UK. Whether a small business 
with a great product or service, or a larger 
business with an impressive social mobility 
programme, these awards are a prestigious 
recognition of your company’s contribution to 
enterprise. Open to applications from almost all 
businesses, of all sizes, in every sector there are 
a number of benefits for the winners with 73% of 
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winners in the international trade category 
directly attributing an increase in sales to winning 
a Queen’s award. 

 
RFEM member Bridgeway Consulting Limited 
were recently awarded with the Queen’s Award 
for Enterprise for Sustainable Development, and 
were presented with the award by Sir John 
Peace, Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire, at 
their headquarters in Nottingham on the 25th 
July 2017. 
 
Following the event Managing Director, Pino De 
Rosa, said: “Having started the business in 1995 
and to be in a position where we are able to be 
recognised with something with so much 
prestige is something I’m extremely proud of and 
humble about.” 
 
Sir John added: “It’s a great compliment and 

great credit to the people in those businesses 
who are creating jobs and economic growth for 
the future.” 
 

New RFEM Patrons 
As you will be aware, the RFEM membership 
structure has recently been revamped and now 
comprises of a series of packages from standard 
to Patron membership. We are delighted to 
announce that several companies have 
accepted our invitation to upgrade their 
membership to Patron! These companies have 
been long-time supporters of RFEM and play a 
vital role in the work we do. We would like to 

thank Porterbrook Leasing Ltd, Resonate, 
Bombardier and SNC Lavalin for their ongoing 
commitment!  
 

UK Rail Mission to Singapore and 
Malaysia  

13 - 17 November 2017 
UK railway suppliers are invited to join a trade 
mission to Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, Melaka 
and Johor Bahru in Malaysia, in November 2017 
to learn about regional rail projects and meet key 
stakeholders. 
  
The Mission will take place in Singapore on 13 
and 14 November, flying the latter afternoon to 
Kuala Lumpur for a programme on 15 November 
before travelling to Melaka and Johor Bahru for 
programmes on 16 and 17 November. The 
mission is timed the week before AusRAIL PLUS 
in Brisbane to allow UK companies the possibility 
to attend both events. 
  
Click here for further information regarding the 
projects, likely draft programme, cost of 
attending and how to sign up for the mission. 

 
Accelerating Innovation in Rail 5  

(AIiR 5) 
DfT invests to develop technology 

demonstration and prototypes 
Innovate UK is managing a collaborative R & D 
competition on behalf of the Department for 
Transport (DfT) to accelerate innovation in the 
UK rail sector, to enable technologies to be 
readily and rapidly integrated into the railway 
system.    
 
The Fifth ‘Accelerating Innovation in Rail’ (AIiR 
5) competition call opened on 18 September and 
businesses will be able to apply for a share of 
£7.9 million of funding to develop technology 
prototypes in the broad areas of: 

• Intelligent trains.  Advances in computational 
power, communications, automation and 
sensing give the railway the potential to  
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http://www.bridgeway-consulting.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Quarterly%20Updates/September%20Content/Final%20-%20Singapore%20and%20Malaysia%20November%202017%20Outward%20Rail%20Mission.pdf
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develop and deploy intelligent rolling stock. 
Such trains can reduce the railway’s reliance 
on complex and expensive infrastructure and 
control systems, making the network more 
cost effective and improving capacity, 
punctuality and reliability.  

• Minimal disruption to train services.  Railway 
rolling stock and infrastructure need to meet 
the future needs of passenger and freight 
customers. The railway must therefore make 
these more reliable, more readily available 
and easier to maintain. 

 
Key dates for this competition call are: 

• Competition opens midday, 18th September 
2017 

• Register by midday, 8th November 2017 

• Competition closes for applications midday, 
15th November 2017 

 
This competition call is open to businesses of all 
sizes (micro, small, medium and large) as well as 
academics, researchers and the public sector.  
 
Click here for full details of the competition 
scope. 
 
 

Special Offer for RFEM Members! 
 
RFEM is a great supporter of the Princes’ Trust 
with a number of our members involved in some 
way or another. One East Midlands Princes’ 
Trust company is offering a special discount to 
RFEM members for professional carpet and 
upholstery cleaning. Whether it's your home, 
office or work place. 
Cleancore are a family run business and use 
some of the best equipment on the market. For 
more information contact and be sure to 
mention you are a RFEM member. 
 
Email: info@cleancore.co.uk 
Derby - 01332664166 
Nottingham - 01159987322 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

 

RVE 2017 
10:00-16:00, 5th October 2017 

Derby Arena, Royal Way, Derby, DE24 8JB. 
 
Hosted at Derby Arena and now in its 6th year, 
RVE has a clear focus on railway vehicles and 
enhancements. This year RFEM is hosting a 
series of short workshops alongside the main 
exhibition. Visitors can pre-register or just turn up 
on the day on a first come first served basis.  
 
Workshops include: 

10:00 – 10:45  
Developing a Rail Innovation Centre that 

Works for the Rail Supply Chain: 
Opportunity to have your say  
(led by University of Derby) 

The University of Derby has secured in principle 
funding to develop a Rail Innovation Centre. 
Following initial consultation with industry 
representatives a number of ideas and proposals 
have emerged and this workshop will provide 
you with the opportunity to express your views 
on priorities for the proposed Centre as well as 
understand how you could get involved. Click 
Here for online booking. 

 

11:00 – 11:30  
Oiling the Midlands Engine: Maximising 

Your R&D Tax Claim – Hints and Tips Plus 
Accessing the Right Grants for Product 

Development (led by TBAT) 
Let TBAT guide you through the key aspects of 
the UK R&D Tax scheme for both large 
organisations and SMEs, providing hints and tips 
to help you maximise your claim. The workshop 
will also discuss the UK’s highly competitive 
grant funding scene, forthcoming grants, how 
you can increase your chances of securing them 
and, equally as important, what not to do. With 
£450m in UK grant funding available for SME’s, 
this session is a “must attend” for anybody  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/innovation-grants-for-business-apply-for-funding#live-funding-competitions
http://www.cleancore.co.uk/
mailto:info@cleancore.co.uk
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2017-rfem-workshop-1-developing-a-rail-innovation-centre-that-works-for-the-rail-supply-chain-opportunity-to-have-your-say/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2017-rfem-workshop-1-developing-a-rail-innovation-centre-that-works-for-the-rail-supply-chain-opportunity-to-have-your-say/
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looking to fund a new and exciting project. Click 
Here for online booking. 
 

11:45 – 12:30  
Using Augmented and Virtual Reality to 
Improve Maintenance and Reduce Costs  

(led by Pauley) 
The Digital Railway is coming revolutionizing the 
skills needed across the industry. Our workshop 
and presentations aim to help you identify where 
you and your company are on the digital journey 
and inspire at least one deliverable action. We 
will be showcasing inspirational examples of AR, 
VR and immersive technologies that will reduce 
costs, improve maintenance and engineering 
interaction and streamline assurance / 
acceptance processes. Click Here for online 
booking. 
 

13:00 – 13:45 
Protecting Your Most Valuable Assets: Your 

Ideas! (led by Swindell & Pearson) 
Got an idea for a new service? Developed a new 
product?  How can you protect your innovations 
to deliver you maximum commercial benefit? 
Following a whistlestop introduction to the world 
of intellectual property, participants will work 
together in groups to consider a set of 
hypothetical scenarios followed by identifying 
key action points relevant to their own 
organization. From refurbishment design to 
replaing parts and sharing drawings there’s 
something here for everyone! Click Here for 
online booking. 
 

14:30 – 15:15 
Catalysing Growth Through Research for 
Transport Equipment Manufacturing (led 

by University of Derby and iNet) 
Are you an engineering or advanced 
manufacturing business looking to design new or 
optimise existing products, processes or 
services? Are you interested in engineering 
simulation, product design, vehicle dynamics, 
additive manufacturing or applications of digital 
technologies? This workshop will provide an 

 
overview of our ERDF project, a partnership 
between the University of Derby and the iNet @ 
Loughborough University, offering fully funded 
technical support, grants for innovation projects 
and R&D collaboration for SMEs based in the 
D2N2 area, including VR and 3D demonstration. 
Click Here for online booking. 

 

Annual Conference 
08:30 – 15:00, 19th October 2017 

Pride Park Stadium, Derby, DE24 8XL. 
 
Arrangements for this year’s Annual Conference 
are now finalised and we would encourage you 
to book your places if you haven’t already done 
so. Speakers include: 
Sir John Peace, Chair Midlands Engine and 
Midlands Connect 
Rob McIntosh, Route MD, Network Rail 
Paul Plummer, CEO Rail Delivery Group 
Jake Kelly, MD East Midlands Trains 
Nick Hughes, Sales Director, Hitachi 
Giles Thomas, Engineering Director, Phase 1, 
HS2 
Plus, Midlands Connect and Rail Supply Group  
 
This year we are partnering with 
Dinner@theRoundhouse to create a full day and 
evening of activity in Derby. As in previous years 
RFEM members are entitled to discounted 
tickets for the Dinner and this year we are 
pleased to offer non RFEM member companies 
discounted tickets to our conference if they are 
attending the Dinner.  
 
Click here for more information and to book your 
complimentary tickets. 

 
RFEM Christmas Luncheon 

13:00 – 17:00, 15th December 2017 
Cathedral Quarter Hotel, 16 St Mary’s Gate, 

Derby, DE1 3JR 
 
Join us for mulled wine, Christmas carols and all 
manner of yuletide merriment.  
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https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2017-rfem-workshop-2-oiling-the-midlands-engine-maximising-your-rd-tax-claim-hints-and-tips-plus-accessing-the-right-grants-for-product-development/
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https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2017-rfem-workshop-3-using-augmented-and-virtual-reality-to-improve-maintenance-and-reduce-costs/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve2017-rfem-workshop-4-protecting-your-most-valuable-assets-your-ideas/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rve-2017-rfem-workshop-5-catalysing-growth-through-research-for-transport-equipment-manufacturing/
https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rfem-annual-conference-2017/
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Speakers and further details are to be released 
soon.  
Bookings for the Christmas Luncheon are quickly 
running out, if you wish to attend, don’t miss your 
opportunity to book - Click here for online 
booking. 
 

iRail 2018 
 

Planning for iRail 2018 is well underway. Thanks 
to a successful bid for funding schools in Derby 
City will be able to access government funding to 
pay for their school’s outreach day. However, we 
do need sponsors to help fund these days in 
those schools that sit outside of Derby City. We 
also need sponsorship to run the final iRail 
Challenge day which has been set for 14th March 
2018 at Pride Park Stadium. 
 
Next year iRail will also run in the West Midlands 
with funding secured for schools’ outreach 
activity the same as for Derby City. The final 
challenge day will be held on 16th May at the 
National College for High Speed Rail in 
Birmingham and once again sponsorship is 
needed for this. 
 
If you would like to find out more about iRail and 
to get involved contact Elaine at 
elaineclark@midlandsrail.co.uk. 
 
If you have and queries relating to any of our 
planned events, please contact 
Sophia@midlandsrail.co.uk 
 

 
Membership Upgrades 

Here at the Forum, we wouldn’t be able to 
operate without our members.  
We would like to take the opportunity to thank all 
our members for being a part of the Rail Forum, 
with special thanks going to our upgraded 
members; 
 
 

 
Silver Members; 

• Datum 

• Design and Analysis Limited 

• Mechan Limited 

• Signal House Group Limited 
 
Gold Members;  

• Derby College 

• East Midlands Trains 

• Wabtec Rail Limited 
 
Patrons; 

• Bombardier Transportation 

• Porterbrook Leasing Company Ltd 

• Resonate 

• SNC Lavalin 
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https://www.midlandsrail.co.uk/events/rfem-christmas-luncheon-2017/
mailto:elaineclark@midlandsrail.co.uk
http://datum-patterns.co.uk/
http://www.designandanalysis.co.uk/
http://www.mechan.co.uk/
http://collis.co.uk/
http://www.derby-college.ac.uk/
https://www.eastmidlandstrains.co.uk/
https://www.wabtec.com/
http://www.bombardier.com/en/home.html
https://www.porterbrook.co.uk/
http://www.resonate.tech/ui/content/content.aspx?id=7
http://www.snclavalin.com/en/

